PHIL 309 Philosophy of Mind

Syllabus


	PHIL 309
	Philosophy of Mind

	Term
	Spring 2003 (MW 1:30-2:45, EHFA 166)

	Web Page
	http://ww2.coastal.edu/rsmith

	Professor
	Dr. Renée Smith 

	Office
	EHFA 282

	Phone
	(office) 349-2083; (home) 234-3836 (7 am to 7pm only please)

	Email
	rsmith@coastal.edu

	Office Hours
	MW 3-4:15; TR 11:30-12:30 and 2:15-3; and by appointment

I expect you to come see me in office hours if you have questions about the material, want to discuss something covered in class, want to pursue a line of thought not addressed in class, want to discuss a possible paper topic, etc. 

	Catalog Description
	309 Philosophy of Mind. (3) An introduction to the fundamental questions, concepts and problems of contemporary philosophy of mind including those concerning the nature of mind, the relationship between mind and world, and understanding consciousness. Readings from Descartes, Ryle, Armstrong, Lewis, Block, Churchland, Dennett, Jackson, Shoemaker, Tye, Dretske, et al. (Prereq: Philosophy 101 and one philosophy course on the 300 level or permission of the instructor)

	Required Text
	John Heil, Philosophy of Mind, Routledge 1998 
David Chalmers (ed) Philosophy: Classical and Contemporary Readings, Routledge 2002

*Additional Readings will be on reserve in the library or handed out in class.

	Format
	This course will be conducted seminar style. Students will be expected to do daily assigned readings prior to coming to class and to actively participate in discussion. Attendance is required. All students are expected to have access to email and the course web page. 

	Requirements
	I. N Reading Quizzes & Participation

25%

/200

II. 2  Outlines (100 points each)

25%

/200

III. 2 Exams (100 points each)

25%

/200

IV. 2 Papers (5 pages/each) (100 points each) 

25%

/200

Total

100%

/800

Grades will be calculated as points earned/800 total points (see attendance policy below).



	Grades
	A (91-100); B+ (86-90); B (81-85); C+ (76-80); C (71-75); D+ (66-70); D (61-65); F (0-60)

	Attendance, Participation, Preparedness
	All students are expected to attend class, participate in discussion, and complete the assigned readings on time. I will take roll to monitor attendance. Absences will affect your final grade as follows: 

0-3

none

4

lowered one increment (e.g. from B+ to B)

5

lowered one grade (e.g. from B+ to C+)

6

lowered two grades (e.g. from B+ to D+)

7+

lowered to F 

[NB. Being physically present (in the room) is not sufficient for attendance. You may be marked absent if you fail to participate in discussion, consistently sleep in class, read the paper, etc.] 

	Absences
	Absences for serious illness or death in the immediate family may excused with the appropriate documentation, e.g. a doctor’s note, etc. or with my (advanced) approval. You are permitted 3 absences to cover emergencies To have additional absences excused, excuses for these first 3 must be provided. *Do not assume that because you tell that me you will be (or were) absent that your absence will excused.

	Late Work
	Make-up exams will only be provided to students providing an acceptable excuse for missing the exam. Make-up exams must be completed as soon as possible after the missed exam. Late assignments will be marked down a full letter grade for each day they are late. Assignments more than one week late will not be accepted.

	Disabilities
	Any student eligible for and needing academic accommodations because of a disability is requested to speak to me and provide documentation no later than the second week of class. If you suspect that you may have a learning disability, please contact Counseling Services 349-2307.

	Conduct
	Campus Code of Conduct and Academic Responsibility will be enforced. Please refer to the Student Handbook or see me if you have questions about these policies. In particular, cheating and plagiarism constitutes grounds for receiving a failing grade in the course.  

	Succeeding in this class
	*attend class

*take notes

*ask questions

*participate in discussion

*read carefully

*review your notes

*join a study group

*study 6-9 hours/week for each 3 unit class

*go to office hours

*answer review questions

*check the web page

*take reading notes

*eat well

*get enough sleep

*have some fun

*exercise

*remember that learning something new can be difficult



	Etc. 
	Finally, everyone in the class is expected to act responsibly and respectfully at all times. Doing philosophy requires examining what we believe and why we believe it. Obviously, we are not all going to agree about everything. It is important distinguish between the person offering a particular view and the view itself. The latter may be criticized, but not the former. Also, please 

*Arrive to class on time, 

*Turn off cell phone and pagers during class, 
*If you must leave the classroom during class, do so with as little disruption as possible, 
*Don’t read the newspaper during class, and 
*Come see me if you are having trouble with the material. 
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