PHIL 271: Philosophical Writing
Spring 2008 Syllabus

Professor: 
Dr. Renée Smith

Office: 
EHFA 282

Email: 
rsmith@coastal.edu
Office Hours: T/Th 11:30-1:00, 2:15-3:00; MWF by appointment. 
Webpage: 
ww2.coastal.edu/rsmith
Course Description

A first course in philosophical methods, the aim of this course is to introduce students to the skills necessary to communicate in philosophy. The course will focus on techniques of active reading; summarizing arguments both in writing and orally; preparing abstracts, summaries, and responses to readings; writing argumentative and critical essays; presenting philosophical arguments, positions, problems and papers; and using appropriate reference materials and methods. Classroom time will be organized around small and large group discussion, peer review sessions, and minimal lecture. 
Texts
· Bedau, Hugo. Thinking and Writing about Philosophy, 2nd ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002. 
· Soccio, Douglas J. How to get the Most out of Philosophy, 6th ed. Belmont, CA: Thomson/Wadsworth, 2007. 

· Boonin, David. A Defense of Abortion. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 
Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to 
· Read philosophical texts actively, carefully and critically. 
· Recognize, evaluate and respond to arguments. 

· Summarize arguments and objections.
· Distinguish arguments from objections. 

· Understand the use of counter-examples and thought experiments. 

· Draw distinctions and analyze concepts. 
· Recognize and understand technical terms. 

· Clearly state philosophical problems and issues. 

· Formulate arguments and objections. 
· Write well-reasoned, well-organized, clear, concise critical and/or argumentative essays.
· Write accurate and concise abstracts. 

· Prepare bibliographies.

· Use various discipline-specific indexes, journals and reference material. 
· Incorporate quotations, attribute ideas, and use citations. 

· Present philosophical arguments, problems and positions. 
Assignments
· Attendance and participation (20%) 

· Weekly writing assignments (70%) (details below)
· Pretest and posttest (final) (10%)

Attendance and Participation
Attendance and participation are required. Students should come to class prepared, having done the assigned reading and homework, and prepared to contribute to class discussion and activities. Absences will be excused only with my advanced approval or with an acceptable excuse. Unexcused absences (UA) will affect your course grade as follows: 0-3 UA = no penalty, 4 UA = 5% penalty (1/2 letter grade), 5 UA = 10% penalty (full letter grade), 6 UA = 15% penalty (1.5 letter grade), 7 UA = failure in the course. 
Grading Criteria
Grading criteria will be stated on each assignment. In general, all assignments will be evaluated on their (1) content, (2) presentation (including organization, grammar and mechanics), and (3) insight (viz., how well they reflect your understanding of the material).
Guidelines for Assignments

· All take-home assignments that are turned in must be typed, 10-12 point font, double spaced, 1 inch margins, black ink, white paper, and in standard (Courier, Times, Arial) font unless otherwise noted.
· You name should appear in the header, left aligned. Do not use cover sheets. Staple multiple pages and use page numbers. 

· All assignments are due on the date indicated on the schedule. Late papers will be marked down a full letter grade each day they are late. 
· Graded assignments will be returned one week after they are turned in. 

· Any graded assignment turned in on time may be revised and resubmitted. Resubmissions reflecting substantial improvement will earn a higher grade. Please attach original graded assignment. Resubmitted papers are due one week after they are returned. 

·  “Collaborative” assignments will be allowed only with prior approval. I strongly encourage you to form learning groups that meet outside of class; however, the work you turn in must be uniquely yours. 

· All assigned work should be of high academic quality. Everything you turn in should be reflect your comprehension of the English language including its spelling and grammatical rules. Every significant grammatical error (e.g. a comma slice, incomplete sentence, or run-on sentence) after the first two will receive a one-point penalty (out of 10 or 20 points). 
· Any plagiarized assignment will be grounds for failing the course. 

· Any quotation or citation should include proper citation. If you are not sure how to do this, please see me or consult the CCU Writing Center. Of course, we will be covering this in class as well. 
Weekly Assignments
	HW
	Assignment
	Due
	Length
	Points
	Earned
	Revised

	1
	Brainstorming
	1/22
	1 page
	10
	
	

	2
	Summary
	1/29
	1 page
	10
	
	

	3
	Note taking
	2/5
	2-3 pages
	10
	
	

	4
	Abstract, thesis, outline
	2/12
	1 page
	10
	
	

	5
	COI Report (or outline)
	2/19
	2 pages
	10
	
	

	6
	Summary
	2/26
	2-3 pages
	10
	
	

	7
	Comparison
	3/4
	2-3 pages
	10
	
	

	8
	Paper proposal
	3/11
	1-2 pages
	10
	
	

	9
	Annotated bibliography
	3/25
	2 pages
	20
	
	

	10
	Philosophy paper
	4/1
	7 pages
	20
	
	

	11
	Revised paper
	4/8
	7 pages
	20
	
	

	12
	Presentation of paper
	4/15
	10 minutes
	20
	
	

	13
	Peer evaluation 
	4/22
	1 page each
	20
	
	

	14
	Final portfolio
	4/29
	TBA
	20
	
	

	
	Totals
	
	20-30 pgs
	200
	
	


Pretest and Posttest
A brief pretest will be administered at the beginning of the course. A similar posttest will be administered during the scheduled final. These tests will assess your learning in the course by asking you to critically evaluate and respond to passages from philosophical texts using skills learned in the course. 
