PHIL 419 Epistemology
Syllabus 2006

	Term
	Spring 2006 (MW 1:30--2:45, EHFA 166)

	Professor
	Renée Smith 

	Office
	EHFA 282

	Phone
	349-2083

	Email
	rsmith@coastal.edu

	Office Hours
	MW 12:30-1:30 and 4:15-5:00 (by appt.); 
TTh 10-12 online; and,
by appointment.

	Course Description
	419 Epistemology. (3) (Prereq: Philosophy 101 and one philosophy course on the 300 level or permission of the instructor) This course is an introduction to the problems and methods of modern epistemology. It explores central questions such as "What is it to know something?" and "What is it about some beliefs that make them more highly justified than others?" We will begin the Classical Definition of Knowledge, Gettier's Challenge and responses to it. Then, we will examine various theories of justification in light of the “regress problem”. Finally, we will discuss several sources of knowledge (perception, reason, memory and introspection). 

	Required Text
	Bernecker & Dretske, Knowledge (required)
Audi, Epistemology 2nd Ed. (required)
Bedau, Thinking & Writing About Philosophy (recommended)
* Additional Readings will be on reserve at the library

	Format
	This course will be conducted seminar style. Students will be expected to do daily assigned readings prior to coming to class and to actively participate in discussion. Attendance is required. All students are expected to have access to email and the course web page. 

	Requirements
	Assignment

Points

Due
Description

Outline 1

100

 TBA
Outline assigned paper (Bedau), provide copies, lead discussion, 1 test question

Summary 1

100

 TBA
Summarize paper (Bedau), provide copies, lead discussion, 1 test question

Midterm

100

 3/13
Take-Home (essay/short answer)

Outline 2

100

 TBA
Outline paper (Bedau), provide copies, lead discussion, 1 test question

Summary 2

100

 TBA
Summarize paper (Bedau), provide copies, lead discussion, 1 test question 

Letter

50

 5/1
Write a letter to your parents (a friend) explaining the value of epistemology 

Glossary

50

 5/1
Define new terms

Final

100

 5/8
Take-Home (essay/short answer)

Total

700

 

Final Grades = (points earned/total points) adjusted for attendance/participation



	Grades
	A: 91-100
	B+: 87-90

B: 81-86
	C+: 77-80

C: 71-76
	D+: 67-70

D:61-66
	F: 0-60
	Grades will be calculated as points earned/500 total points (see attendance policy below). 

	Attendance, Participation, Preparedness
	All students are expected to attend class, participate in discussion, and complete the assigned readings on time. I will take roll to monitor attendance. Absences will affect your final grade as follows: 

0-2
none

3-4
lowered one increment (e.g. from B+ to B)

5
lowered one grade (e.g. from B+ to C+)

6
lowered two grades (e.g. from B+ to D+)

7+
lowered to F 

[NB. Being physically present (in the room) is not sufficient for attendance. You may be marked absent if you fail to participate in discussion, consistently sleep in class, read the paper, etc.] 

	Absences
	Absences for serious illness or death in the immediate family may excused with the appropriate documentation, e.g. a doctor’s note, etc. or with my (advanced) approval. *Do not assume that because you tell that me you will be (or were) absent that your absence will excused.

	Late Work
	Make-up exams will only be provided to students providing an acceptable excuse for missing the exam. Make-up exams must be completed as soon as possible after the missed exam. Late assignments (Quizzes) will be marked down a full letter grade for each day they are late. 

	Disabilities
	Any student eligible for and needing academic accommodations because of a disability is requested to speak to me and provide documentation no later than the second week of class. If you suspect that you may have a learning disability, please contact Counseling Services 349-2307.

	Conduct
	Campus Code of Conduct and Academic Responsibility will be enforced. Please refer to the Student Handbook or see me if you have questions about these policies. In particular, cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated, and attendance is required.

	Succeeding in this class
	*attend class

*take notes

*ask questions

*participate in discussion

*read carefully

*review your notes

*join a study group

*study 6-9 hours/week for each 3 unit class

*go to office hours

*answer review questions

*check the web page

*take reading notes

*eat well

*get enough sleep

*have some fun

*exercise

*remember that learning something new can be difficult



	Etc. 
	Finally, everyone in the class is expected to act responsibly and respectfully at all times. Doing philosophy requires examining what we believe and why we believe it. Obviously, we are not all going to agree about everything. It is important distinguish between the person offering a particular view and the view itself. The latter may be criticized, but not the former. Also, please 

*Arrive to class on time, 

*Turn off cell phone and pagers during class, 
*If you must leave the classroom during class, do so with as little disruption as possible, 
*Don’t read the newspaper during class, and 
*Come see me if you are having trouble with the material. 


