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This course provides an overview of French history from the late Middle Ages through the French Revolution. Themes and topics addressed will include: enduring political and social structures; the daily life of different social classes; traditions of popular and elite revolt; the rise and fall of absolute monarchy; patterns of consumption; the impact of Enlightenment thought; the nature of early colonial interests; the relations between Paris and the provinces as well as the colonial empire; and the origins and significance of the French Revolution. This will be accomplished through a collection of lectures, readings and discussions that focus on the political, social, economic, gender and cultural history of France during this period. Some additional readings are provided in the reader for the purpose of helping students get oriented for their research assignment.

Course Requirements: regular attendance; close reading skills; write a 2-page film review; complete take-home midterm essay exam; write a 12-15 page research paper on a theme or topic addressed in this course; and– for those who miss 3 or more lectures– complete a take home final exam as scheduled.

Texts:


James Collins, The State in Early-Modern France.


Daniel Roche, The People of Paris.
Jeremy Popkin, The Panorama of Paris.
Jeremy Popkin, A Short History of the French Revolution.
Philip Whalen, “Reader:” [Syllabus; Maps; Glossary; Chronology; Readings; Bibliography]
Schedule of Lectures and Readings:
1: 
Human Geography.


Lectures:
Thur. 
 Film: The Return of Martin Guerre.

Reading: Collins, ch. 1; Muchembled, “Insecurity and Fears; Price, “Population and Resources…;” Gélis, “The Experience of Pregnancy;” or Davis, “Women on Top;” and La Fontaine (selections). 

2: 
The Medieval Legacy


Lectures:
Tues.
 Royal Structures and Seigniorial Systems. 

 (2-page reviews on the Return of Martin Guerre due)





 Musical Offering: Guillaume Machaut, 14th c. “Ballade.”




Thur.
 Peasant Society and Culture.




Readings:  James Collins, "Historical Background;” Goubert, “A bird’s-eye view;” Villon’s “Legacy;” and “Sisters Together.”  Consider: Lebrun “Priest, Prince, and Family.” 

3: 
Worlds of Privilege.


Lectures:
Tues.
  The Nobility.





  Musical Offering: The Court of Burgundy, 1454.




Thur.   The Bourgeoisie. 
Reading: Beik, “The Culture of Protest;” Goubert, “The Nobility;” Art Through the Ages – A; and La Bruyère, Characters.  Consider Massip, “Paris [Music], 1600-61;” Collins, ch. 2; and Elias ‘The Development of Manners.”

4:
 The Early-Modern State.


Lectures:
Tues.
  The Wars of Religion. (film clip- “Queen Margot”)





  Musical Offering: J.-L. Lully, music for royal processions.




Thurs.  The Revolt of the Nobility: The Fronde.




Musical Offering: J.-F. Rebel, “Les Charactères de la Danse.” 1696

Reading: Benedict, “[Religious] Settlements;” Muchembled, “New Mechanisms of Power;” Carroll, “The Revolt of Paris;” James, “French Capitalism and Caribbean Slavery;” Revel, “The Court;” and Collins, ch. 3. Consider: People of Paris, ch. 2. and Roche’s “Regulated Kingdom.”

5:
  Colonialism and Trade.



Lectures:    Tues.
  New France and Colonies. 



 Musical Offering: Rameau, “Les Indes gallantes,” 1735.




Thur. 
  Slavery and Trade. Mid-term handed out today.

Reading: Lestringant, “Brazil, land of Cannibals;” “Le Code Noir” and related doc-uments; Gwendolyn Hall, “The Chaos of French Rule;” Lach, “Narai and the French;” Ott, “Toussaint’s New Order, 1707-1801;” Quinn, “The Settler’s Empire.” Also consider: Cohen, “The Establishment of Slave Societies;” and Eccles, “The Fur Trade Frontier.”  

6:
 Urban Popular Culture.


Lectures:
Tues.
 Artisans and Workers. Mid-term essays due today.




Thur.  Popular Beliefs and Resistance. 





 Musical Offering: TBA

Reading: Bouton, "Gendered Behavior in Subsistence Riots;" Farge, “At the Workshop Door;” Roche, The People of Paris, ch. 3; Darnton, "The Great Cat Massacre;" Colins and Spang, “Sans-culottes, sans café, sans tabac….” Consider: Collins, ch. 4.

7:
 Literature, Arts, and Propaganda.


Lectures:
Tues.
 Beaumarchais and Satire. 




Thur.
 Street Theatre and Grub Street.  
Reading: Luciani, “Beaumarchais;” Isherwood, “The Festivity of the Parisian Boulevards” Popkin, The Panorama of Paris  (selections); Art Through the Ages – B;” and Roche, The People of Paris, chs. 4-6. Consider, Mongrédien, “[Music]… the end of the Ancien Régime.”

8:
  Enlightenment and Reform.


Lectures:
Tues.
  Philosophes and Physiocrats.



Thur.   Economy and Political Crises.  




Musical Offering: Francois Couperin, “Leçons de Ténèbres.”

Reading: Collins, ch. 5; Roche, The People of Paris, chs. 7-8; Popkin, The Panorama of Paris  (selections); Art Through the Ages – C; and selections from The Persian Letters.  Also see Mercier, “The Year 2440” and Norberg, “The Libertine Whore.” Consider, Roche, “Paris, Capital of the Enlightenment.”

9:
 The French Revolution I.


Lectures:
Tues.
The Causes of the French Revolution.




Musical Offering: Rousseau composition.




Thur.  From Constitutional Monarchy to Republic.
Reading: Popkin, chs. 1-4; “1789 Déclaration;” Rudé, “The Anatomy of the Revolutionary Crowd;” Popkin, The Panorama of Paris  (selections); Cobb, “Provincial Terrorist” or Godineau, “Portraits of Militant Women;” and Hufton, “Women and Politics.” 

10:
 The French Revolution II.



Lectures:
Tues.
Revolutionary Dictatorship, Terror, and Counterrevolution. 



Final essay questions handed out.

Reading: de Gouges, “Déclaration;” George Rudé, Popkin, A Short History of the French Revolution, chs. 5-9; de la Bretonne, The Nights of Paris; and consider: Collins, ch. 7. 



FINAL EXAMINATION AS SCHEDULED


