
Modern Germany: From Unification to Reunification
This course provides an overview of German history from Unification to Re-unification. This will be accomplished through a collection of lectures, readings, films and discussion that focus on the political, social, economic, gender, and aesthetic history of this period. 

Course Requirements: regular attendance; close reading skills; write periodic response essays on assigned readings and films; and complete take-home midterm essay; and a final 5-8 page research paper.

Required Texts:

Enrique Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front (Random House)

Richard Bessel, Life in the Third Reich (Oxford)

Peter Adam, Art of the Third Reich (Abrams)

David Clay Large, Berlin (Basic Books)

Recommended: (alternative texts that cover the same material will work!)

Dietrich Orlow, A History of Modern Germany (Prentice Hall)

Format for Written Work- All essays will be typewritten, double spaced; and formatted accordingly: 1 inch margins all around; provide a bibliography and footnotes. Font and Type: Palatino 11; Courrier-10; or Times 12. Late Essays- will loose one half letter grade points per day. This will also apply to papers returned for not properly following the formatting instructions. Also, Don't forget to put your name and the course number on your work! 

Grading Scale: A= 94-100; A-= 90-93; B+= 87-89; B= 84-86; B-= 80-84; C+= 77-79; C= 74-76; C-= 70-73; D= 60- 69.

Schedule of Lectures and Readings:

Week 1: 

Conquest and Unification
Reading:  Large, Berlin, ch. 1 and Orlow, A History of Modern Germany, ch. 1.

Week 2: 

Turn-of-the-Century Germany
Reading: 
Large, Berlin, ch. 2; begin Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front; and Orlow, A

History of Modern Germany, ch. 2.

Week 3: 

World War I


Film Clip: “Berlin, Symphony of a City”
Reading: 
finish Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front; Orlow, A History of Modern

Germany, ch. 3.

Week 4: 

The Haunted Screen 


Film Clip: Robert Wiene’s “The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari”
Reading: Orlow, A History of Modern Germany, ch. 4 and Large, Berlin, ch. 3.
Week 5: 

Weimar Economy and Politics


Film: G. W. Pabst’s “Diary of a Lost Girl”
Reading: Orlow, A History of Modern Germany, ch. 5 and Large, Berlin, ch. 4.
Week 6: 

Weimar Culture and Society





Film: Fritz Lang’s “M”
Mid-term questions handed out
Reading: 
Large, Berlin, ch. 5

Week 7: 

Rise of National Socialism I


Film: “The Master Race”
Mid-Term due on Tuesday
Reading: Orlow, A History of Modern Germany, ch. 6; Bessel, Life in the Third Reich, pp. 1-

16; and Adam, Art of the Third Reich, chs. 1-2.

Week 8: 

Rise of National Socialism II


Film: “The Wonderful, Terrible Life of Leni Reifenstahl” pt. 1

Reading: Bessel, Life in the Third Reich, pp. 17-40 and Adam, Art of the Third Reich, chs. 3-5.

Week 9: 

The Nazi State
Readings: Large, Berlin, ch. 6; Bessel, Life in the Third Reich, pp. 41-56; and Adam, Art of the

 Third Reich, chs. 6-7.

Week 10: 
Nazi Art and Propaganda


Film: “The Wonderful, Terrible Life of Leni Reifenstahl” pt. 2

Reading: Adam, Art of the Third Reich, chs. 8-11.

Week 11: 
W. W. II and Holocaust
Reading: 
Orlow, A History of Modern Germany, ch. 7 and Bessel, Life in the Third Reich, 

pp. 57-97.

Week 12: 
Rebuilding and Cold War 


Film: “The Nasty Girl”

Reading: Bessel, Life in the Third Reich, pp. 98-110; and Large, Berlin, ch. 8.

Week 13: 
A Divided Nation


Film: “Mephistopholes”

Reading: Orlow, A History of Modern Germany, ch. 9 and Large, Berlin, ch. 9.

Week 14: 
Re-unification





Reading: Orlow, A History of Modern Germany, chs. 10 and Large, Berlin, ch. 10.

Week 15: 
Contemporary Prospects






Reading: Orlow, A History of Modern Germany, chs. 11 and Large, Berlin, ch. 11.

Final Research Papers due as Scheduled


