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HIST-241

THE HISTORY OF PARIS


This course provides an overview of the history of Paris from antiquity through the present era. Materials will be chronologically presented and topically addressed. The aim of this course is to introduce students to a sufficient knowledge of Parisian urban, cultural, political, and literary history to understand its dominance over the French provinces and significance within the European community. Lectures, readings and discussions will facilitate the examination of a sufficiently long period of time to better discern and evaluate patterns of regularity and change in Paris’ history.

Themes and topics addressed will include: urban planning and development; the development of royal administration and a culture of court; the influence of geographical factors; the organization of living and working spaces; the regulation of social and economic activities; the evolution of architectural design; the growth of the literary spaces and communities; traditions of popular unrest and the growth of police control; temporal and spatial “zoning;” the contestation of public spaces; and the conditions that foster the “production” of urban culture.
Course Requirements: regular attendance; close reading skills; produce an annotated research bibliography and prospectus, and write a 15 page research paper that addresses themes or topics related to the history of Paris over a period of two or more centuries.

3 Optional Essay Papers of B quality or higher can each add 1 point to your final numerical grade. Questions will be handed out in advance. A Required Final Essay– depending on quality– may add up to 3 points to your final numerical grade. Essay Format: all essays are to be typewritten and be formatted accordingly: 1-inch margins all around; 1 1/2 spaced, provide footnotes, use Palatino 11; Courier 10; or Times 12. Writing: you are responsible for the mechanical and organizational aspects of your essays. Assistance in all aspects of written assignments is available at the Writing Center in 208 Prince Building. Call (843) 349-2937 to set up an appointment. Late Essays- will loose one letter grade per class. This will also apply to papers returned for not properly following the formatting instructions. Also, Don't forget to put your name and course number on your work! Attendance and class participation are necessary for you to learn, I will not be taking roll in class.  This said, each student should arrive at class on time and remain the entire class period. During class discussions or lectures refrain from distracting those around you. Polite and constructive participation is expected). Classroom Demeanor: that contributes to a negative educational environment will not be tolerated. I expect each student to adhere to the highest standards of academic honesty. The University policy on Plagiarism is in effect! Grading Scale: A= 92-100; B+= 87-91; B= 82-86; C+= 77-81; C= 70-76; D+= 68-69; D= 60- 67.

Make-ups: students must take all exams and hand in all assignments at the specified times and places. If this is impossible due to extraordinary circumstances, inform me before class and alternative arrangements may be possible (extraordinary circumstances include documented illness, death in the family, or institutional activities as approved by the academic deans).

The professor retains the right to alter the syllabus and course requirements as deemed necessary. 

General Expectations to excel in this course, you should expect to do the following:

1) Study and prepare approximately 10 hours per week outside of class.

2) Read approximately 60-70 pages per week outside of class.

3) Make school your first priority.

4) 
Attend class each day and turn in all assigned work on time (see section on late work penalties).

5) Take all exams at scheduled time.

Student Consultations
You are welcome to call me or stop by my office at any time. (The best time to reach me, however, is during my scheduled office hours). If these times are inconvenient, I would be happy to meet with you at a more agreeable time. You may contact me by phone, by email, or by leaving a note for me in my faculty mailbox

Required Readings:
Andrew Trout, City on the Seine (St, Martin’s Press); O. Blanc and J. Bonnemaison, Mansions of Paris. (Terrail); Honoré de Balzac, Old Goriot  (Penguin); P. Hohemberg and L. Lees, The Making of Modern Europe  (Harvard); Beaumarchais, “The Marriage of Figaro” Guy de Maupassant, Bel-Ami  (Penguin); Jeremy Popkin, Panorama of Paris (Penn State U.); Reader: The History of Paris.

Schedule of Lectures and Readings:
1): 
Paris in Antiquity.


Lectures:
Week 1
Origins and Archeology and Roman Provincial Capital.
Reading: Barclay, “Presence of the Past;” Making of Modern Europe, ch. 1; Julius Caesar, The Conquest of Gaul (selections).

Medieval Paris.


Lectures:
Week 2
Court(s), Administration, and Schools.




Week 3
Trades, Markets, Popular Quarters, and Civil Unrest.
Reading: Making of Modern Europe, ch. 2; Geremek, “The social topography of Paris;” and Antoine de La Sale, “The 15 Joys of Marriage.” 

Medieval Church and Court Society.

Lectures:
Week 4
Clerics, Universities, and Cluny and the “The Civilizing Process.”
Reading: Making of Modern Europe, ch. 3; Chaney, “Villon and his Environment;” Norbert Elias,  ‘The Development of Manners;” and Christine de Pizan, part 3 of The Treasury of the City of Ladies.

Renaissance Paris in Tumult.


Lectures:
Week 5
Daily Life: the Population of Paris and three Henris
Reading: Making of Modern Europe, ch. 4; Freedman, “… The French Court under François I;” Carroll, “The Revolt of… 1588;” and start Trout, City on the Seine.

Renaissance Literature, Culture and Art.


Lectures:
Week 6
The Royal Court and Aristocratic Challenges.
Reading: Making of Modern Europe, ch. 5; Mansions of Paris, 44-51; 58-81; 92-112; and 114-19; Carroll, “The Revolt of Paris;” Mullaney, “The New World on Display; ” and finish City on the Seine.

Ancien Régime Paris.


Lectures:
Week 7
Regional and Administrative Hegemony.



Week 8
 Who were the “People” of Paris?
Reading:  Isherwood, “Streets of the People;” Farge, “At the Workshop Door;” and selections in Reader from Roche, People of Paris  and Popkin, Panorama of Paris.  Also look at Making of Modern Europe, ch. 6 and Isherwood, “Streets of the People.”

Enlightenment Paris.


Lectures:
Week 9
Political Criticism and Reform.



Week 10
Theatre, Satire, and Music.
Reading: Mercier, “The Year 2440;” Roche, “Paris, Capital of the Enlightenment;” Mansions of Paris, 22-33; 120-27; 138-151; 186-203; start Old Goriot.

Culture and Literature in Transition.


Lectures:
Week 11
Restoration Society and Balzac’s Human Comedy.
Reading: Making of Modern Europe, ch. 7; As-Saffar, ‘The City of Paris;” and finish Balzac’s Old Goriot.

Paris: City of Perpetual Works.


Lectures:
Week 12
Haussmannization: Swamps, Iron, and Glass.
Reading: Making of Modern Europe, ch. 8; Hall, “The Capital of Light;” Mansions of Paris, 152-59; 34-43; 178-185; and read Maupassant, Bel-Ami.

From the Age of Manet to the Belle Epoque.


Lectures:
Week 13
Journalism, Scandal and Corruption.
Reading: Making of Modern Europe, ch. 9; Hall, “The City of Perpetual Works;” Seigel, “Art and Life in Montmartre;” Steele, “Le High Life;” Rearick, Pleasures of the Belle Epoque  (selections); and Baudelaire, Paris Spleen (selections).

Cosmopolitan and International Paris.


Lectures:
Week 14
Urban Agglomeration Paris Style.
Reading: Making of Modern Europe, ch. 10 and Stovall, “Paris in the Age of Anxiety;” Réda, The Ruins of Paris; Looseley, “A Certain Idea of the City…;” and Rearick, “Parisian Modern” and “Folklore of the People’s Paris.” 

Additional Readings available on Reserve:

Norma Evenson, Paris: A City of Change. (Yale)

Steven Barclay, A Place in the World Called Paris.  (Chronicle Books)

Joanna Richardson, The Bohemians, 1830-1914. (Barnes & Co.)

Dominique Godineau, The Women of Paris …. (U. Cal. Berkeley)

George Orwell, Down and out in Paris and London.

Atget and Proust; A Vision of Paris. (Macmillan)
Louis Chevalier, The Assassination of Paris.

Théophile Gautier, Paris et les Parisiens.

Annik Pardhailhé-Galabrun, The Birth of Intimmacy. (Polity)

Honoré de Balzac, Lost Illusions.  (Penguin)

Raymond Rudorff The Belle Epoque. (Saturday Review Press)

Bronislaw Geremek, The Margins of Society in Late Medieval Paris. (Cambridge).

Jules Verne, Paris of the Twentieth Century.  (Ballantine Books)

Robert Darnton, Forbidden Bestsellers of Revolutionary France. (W. W. Norton)
Miriam Levin, Paris Expo 1900.

Otto Friedrich’s Olympia: Paris in the Age of Manet.  (Simon & Schuster)
Philippe Mellot, Paris disparu.

Eugêne Sue, The Mysteries of Paris.

Thierza Vallois, Around and About Paris.

Théodore Gauthier, Paris et les Parisiens.

Walter Benjamin, The Arcades Project. (Harvard)

Emile Zola, Thérêse Raquin.  (Penguin)
Guy de Maupassant, Bel-Ami.  (Penguin)

Baudelaire, Paris Spleen.
Daniel Roche, A History of Everyday Things… 1600-1800. (Penn State)

John Russell, Paris.  (Abrams).

Valerie Steele, Paris Fashion  (Berg).

M.F. Hoffbauer, “Paris à travers les âges.”

Jean-Pierre Arthur Bernard, “Les Deux Paris” (Paris, Ed. Champ Vallon, 2001).

Anthony Sutcliffe, Paris: An Architectural History (Yale, 1993)

David Jourdan's “Transforming Paris”

