
Dr. Whalen 
                                                      


Office Hours: as scheduled

EHFA 264 
                                                                       

     
    per semester and

(843) 349-2350
                                                                       

      by appointment
The Great War - History 493D
This course provides a social and cultural history of the men, women, and the family members whose lives were dramatically impacted by the political and military calamity of 1914-1918. Students are expected to demonstrate a thorough familiarity with the readings materials, think creatively about the ideas and topics under consideration, and participate in class discussions. Regular class participation is expected.
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Required Texts:

Erich Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front

Stuart Robson, The First World War Europe (Longman)

Louis-Ferdinand Céline, Long Day’s Journey into Night (New Directions)
Susan Grayzel, Women and the First World War (Oxford)

Ernst Jünger, Storm of Steel (Penguin)
Jean-Yves Le Naour, The Living Unknown Soldier (Owl Books)

Optional: Denis Winter, Death’s Men (Penguin)

Attendance and class participation are necessary for you to learn, I will not be taking roll in class.  This said, each student should arrive at class on time and remain the entire class period. During class discussions or lectures refrain from distracting those around you. Polite and constructive participation is expected). 

Written Requirements: 3 (6-page) Essays. Topics will be handed out in advance. Several short response essays directly related to the readings will be assigned as well. Students must hand in all assignments at the specified times and places. If this is impossible due to extraordinary circumstances, inform me before class and alternative arrangements may be possible (extraordinary circumstances include documented illness, death in the family, or institutional activities as approved by the academic deans). An optional fourth essay of the same length (either a substantial rewrite or the development of a new theme or topic) will be accepted.
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Weekly Quiz on the assigned readings will constitute 10% of your final grade.
Essay Format: essays are to be typewritten and be formatted accordingly: 1-inch margins all around; 1 1/2 spaced, provide footnotes, use Palatino 11; Courier 10; or Times 12. Writing: you are responsible for the mechanical and organizational aspects of your essays. Assistance in all aspects of written assignments is available at the Writing Center in 208 Prince Building. Call (843) 349-2937 to set up an appointment. Late Essays- will loose one letter grade per class. This will also apply to papers returned for not properly following the formatting instructions. Also, Don't forget to put your name, course number, and section number on your work!
Overall Grading Scale: A= 92-100; B+= 87-91; B= 82-86; C+= 77-81; C= 70-76; D+= 68-69; D= 60- 67.

General Expectations:
To excel in this course, you should expect to do the following:

1) Study, read, and prepare approximately 10-12 hours/week.

2) Read approximately 60-70 pages per week outside of class.

3) Make school your first priority.

4) Attend class each day and turn in all assigned work on time (see section on late work penalties).

5) Take all scheduled exams and any unscheduled quizzes on time.

Student Consultations: You are welcome to call me or stop by my office at any time. (The best time to reach me, however, is during my scheduled office hours). If these times are inconvenient, I would be happy to meet with you at a more agreeable time. You may contact me by phone, by email, or by leaving a note for me in my faculty mailbox 
Classroom Demeanor: behavior that contributes to a negative educational environment is not tolerated. 
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Lecture Schedule: The following is a schedule of the lecture topics in the approximate order we will cover them. We will normally cover one topic or theme per class period. Bring weekly reading materials to class and be prepared to discuss them.
Weekly Lecture Topics and Required Readings

Week 1: 
Day 1– Introduction 

Read: Stovall, “African-Americans Overseas.”
Week 2:
Day 1– “To Arms”



Day 2–  Discussion of Reading

Read: Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front, pp. 1- 100 and Grayzel, “The War Begins… and State Support of Families”
Week 3:
Day 1– German Offensive



Day 2– Discussion of Reading
Read: Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front, pp. 101- 199 and Grayzel, “Women’s War Work: Remunerative, Voluntary and Familial.”
Week 4:
Day 1– Global War





Day 2– Discussion of Reading 
Read: Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front, pp. 200-296.
Week 5:
Day 1– The Eastern Front

(1st essays due)
Day 2– Quiz and Discussion of Reading
Read: Start, Jünger, Storm of Steel
Week 6:
Day 1– Russian Disaster



Day 2– Quiz and Discussion of Reading

Read: Grayzel, “Women in the Line of Fire” and “Morale, Morality and Sexuality.”
Week 7:
Day 1– Stalemate in the West



Day 2– Quiz and Discussion of Reading

Read: Finish, Jünger, Storm of Steel
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Week 8:
Day 1– Maritime War 

(2nd essays due)


Day 2– Discussion of Reading

Read: Rhoades, "French Masculinity and Venereal Disease."

Week 9:
Day 1– Revolt and Revolution



Day 2– Discussion of Reading

Read: Stovall, "Racial Violence during the Great War."

Week 10:
Day 1– The Russian Revolution


Day 2– Discussion of Reading
Read: Grayzel, “Pacifism, Dissent, and Revolution.”
Week 11: Day 1– Final German Offensive

Day 2– Discussion of Reading
Read: Céline, Long Day’s Journey into Night, pp. 1-50
Week 12:
Day 1– Revolution in Germany



Day 2– Discussion of Reading

Read: Céline, Long Day’s Journey into Night, pp. 51-107.
Week 13: Day 1– The Road to Armistice 
(3rd essays due)
Day 2– Discussion of Masculine Duty and Amnesia
Read: Le Naour, The Living Unknown Soldier and Laurinda Stryker, "Mental Cases: British Shellshock and the Politics of Interpretation."
Week 14:
Day 1– The Rules of the Game



Day 2– Discussion of Commemoration and Memory
Read: Le Naour, The Living Unknown Soldier and Antoine Prost, "War Memorials and the Great War."
Week 15:
Day 1– Versailles Treaty and Consequences of War

Read: Grayzel, “Assessing the Consequences of War for Women” and Francesca Lagorio, "Italian Widows of the First World War."
Final Essays Due as Scheduled
