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The City in European History / Hist-450

This course provides an overview of the European urban traditions from antiquity through the present. Materials will be chronologically presented and topically address selected cities at unique moments of their historical importance and cultural creativity. 


Themes and topics addressed will include: urban planning and development; the development of royal administration and a culture of court; the influence of geographical factors; the organization of living and working spaces; the regulation of social and economic activities; the evolution of architectural design; the growth of the literary spaces and communities; traditions of popular unrest and the growth of police control; temporal and spatial “zoning;” the contestation of public spaces; and the conditions that foster the “production” of urban culture.

Written Requirements: 3 (6-7 page) Essays. Topics will be handed out in advance. Several short response essays directly related to the readings will be assigned as well. Students must hand in all assignments at the specified times and places. If this is impossible due to extraordinary circumstances, inform me before class and alternative arrangements may be possible (extraordinary circumstances include documented illness, death in the family, or institutional activities as approved by the academic deans).

Essay Format: essays are to be typewritten and be formatted accordingly: 1-inch margins all around; 1 1/2 spaced, provide footnotes, use Palatino 11; Courier 10; or Times 12. Writing: you are responsible for the mechanical and organizational aspects of your essays. Assistance in all aspects of written assignments is available at the Writing Center in 208 Prince Building. Call (843) 349-2937 to set up an appointment. Late Essays- will loose one letter grade per class. This will also apply to papers returned for not properly following the formatting instructions. Also, Don't forget to put your name, course number, and section number on your work!

3 Optional Essay Papers of B quality or higher can each add 2 points to your final numerical grade. Questions will be handed out in advance. Essay Format: all essays are to be typewritten and be formatted accordingly: 1-inch margins all around; 1 1/2 spaced, provide footnotes, use Palatino 11; Courier 10; or Times 12. Writing: you are responsible for the mechanical and organizational aspects of your essays. Assistance in all aspects of written assignments is available at the Writing Center in 208 Prince Building. Call (843) 349-2937 to set up an appointment. Late Essays- will loose one letter grade per class. This will also apply to papers returned for not properly following the formatting instructions. Also, Don't forget to put your name and course number on your work! Attendance and class participation are necessary for you to learn. Each student should arrive on time and remain the entire class period. During class discussions or lectures refrain from distracting those around you. Polite and constructive participation is expected). Classroom Demeanor: that contributes to a negative educational environment will not be tolerated. I expect each student to adhere to the highest standards of academic honesty. The University policy on Plagiarism is in effect! 

Plagiarism is the use of another’s work and the presentation of it as one’s own. Plagiarism is a serious violation of the ethics of scholarship and undermines the credibility of academic inquiry. Plagiarism takes many forms. The clearest abuse is the use of another's language or written work without quotation marks and citation (even if it is in one's own words).

Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: any limited borrowing, without attribution, of another person's research findings, hypotheses, data, theories, rhetorical strategies, interpretations; the submission of laboratory reports, research papers, computer programs, etc., not authored by the student; the submission of material copied from any published source without attribution (including the Internet); the resubmission of a student’s previously submitted laboratory reports, research papers, computer programs, etc., without the instructor’s approval. More subtle abuses include the appropriation of concepts, data, or notes all disguised in newly crafted sentences, or reference to a borrowed work in an early note and then extensive further use without attribution.

Grading Scale: A= 92-100; B+= 87-91; B= 82-86; C+= 77-81; C= 70-76; D+= 68-69; D= 60- 67.

The professor retains the right to alter the syllabus and course requirements as deemed necessary. 

General Expectations to excel in this course, you should expect to do the following:

1) Study and prepare approximately 10 hours per week outside of class.

2) Read approximately 60-70 pages per week outside of class.

3) Make school your first priority.

4) 
Attend class each day and turn in all assigned work on time (see section on late work penalties).

5) Take all exams and quizzes at scheduled time.

Student Consultations
You are welcome to call me or stop by my office at any time. (The best time to reach me, however, is during my scheduled office hours). If these times are inconvenient, I would be happy to meet with you at a more agreeable time. You may contact me by phone, by email, or by leaving a note for me in my faculty mailbox.

Required Texts:

Peter Hall, Cities in Civilization (Pantheon, 1998)

Christopher Friedrichs, The Early Modern City (Longman)

William Storey, Writing History (Oxford)

Additional Readings available on Web-CT

Lecture Schedule: The following is a schedule of the lecture topics in the approximate order we will cover them. We will normally cover one topic or theme per class period. Bring daily reading materials to class and be prepared to discuss them.
Week 1: 

Introduction and Overview.

Read: Hall, “Great Cities in their Golden Ages” and Finley, “The Classical City-State.”

Week 2:

The Greek Polis, 500-400 BC
Read: Hall, “The Fountainhead” and Finley “The Visual Arts.”

Week 3:

Rome, 50 BC – 100 AD
Read: Hall, “The Imperial Capital” and Scobie “Slums, Sanitation, and Mortality.”

Week 4:

Monasteries, Bastides and Medieval Towns
Read: Vance, “Feudalism and the Dawn of Freedom” and Nelson, “Medieval Monasticism.”

Week 5:

Paris, 1250-1500
Read: Nicholas, “The Medieval City,” Friedrichs, “Family and Household,” and Geremeck, “The Social Topography of Paris.”

Week 6:

Florence, 1400-1500
Read: hall, “The Rediscovery of Life,” Elias, “The Development of Manners,” and Friedrichs, “Power and Pride.”

Week 7:

London, 1570-1620
Read: Hall, “The World as Stage,” and Friedrichs, “Poverty amd Marginality.”

Week 8:

Versailles, 1680-1724
Read: Adamson, “The Making of the Ancien Regime Court” and Trout, “Louis XIV and the Parisians.”

Week 9:

Manchester, 1760-1830
Read: Hall, “The First Industrial City,” and TBA

Week 10:
 
London, 1825-1900
Read: Hall, “The Utilitarian City,” and Inwood, “Ragged London.”

Week 11: 

Paris, 1850-1870
Read: Hall, “The City as Perpetual Works” and Higonnet, “Capital of Pleasure.”

Week 12:
 
American Influences, 1880-1940
Read: Hall, “The Apotheosis of the Modern” and TBA

Week 13:
 
Berlin, 1871-1939
Read: Hall, “The Pioneer Technopolis” and Large, “World City?”

Week 14:
 
Stockholm, 1945-1980

Read: Hall, “The City as Democratic Utopia.”

Week 15:
 
The City in Memory
Read: Higonnet, “A City of Myths.”

Final Essay due as Scheduled

