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Artisans and Peasants in Early Modern Europe


This course provides an overview of western European peasants, laborers, and artisans from the late Middle Ages to the eighteenth century.  This will be accomplished through lectures, readings and discussions that focus on the material, social, gender, economic, and cultural dimensions of daily existence in rural villages and small towns. Readings will also introduce students to different methodological approaches to early modern European history.

 
Themes and topics addressed will include: the links between agricultural, biological and astrological cycles in creating individual and community rhythms and patterns; the benefits and constraints of traditional agricultural and artisanal economic systems; the social and cultural world of rural villages and towns; the existence and consequences of multiple and competing belief systems; the material and physical realities of daily life; as well as the shape of common and unusual lifestyles led by peasants and artisans seeking stability in a economically unpredictable environment.

 
Course Requirements: regular attendance, close reading skills; write two brief book-review articles, a paper prospectus accompanied by an annotated bibliography, and a 10-12 page final paper on a topic selected in consultation with the instructor. Final Exam as Scheduled.

Required Texts: Robert Duplessis, Transition to Capitalism in E. M. Europe; Whalen, “Artisans and Peasants in Early Modern Europe Reader;” George Huppert, After the Black Death; James Farr, Artisans in Europe; Susan Amussen, An Ordered Society: Gender and Class in Early Modern England; Richard Kieckhefer, Magic in the Middle Ages; David Vassberg, The Village and the Outside World in Old World Castille; Pierre Goubert, The French Peasantry in 17th Century France; and either [Dominique Godineau, The Women of Paris and their Revolution  or Jacques-Louis Ménétra, The Journal of my life.] 
Week 1:  The Medieval Legacy.
Mon. 
Introduction, Landscapes and Villages.

Wed.
The Manorial and Seigniorial Systems.

Fri.
The Mechanisms of Law and Order. (Bibliographic Entries Due Today)

Read:  Goubert, chs. 1, 2; Huppert, chs. 1, 2; Vassberg,  chs. 1, 6.

Week 2:  Material Culture of Daily Life.

Mon.
Houses, Furnishings and Clothing. (Goubert abstract due today)

Wed.
Food-ways: production, preservation and preparation.

Fri.
Techniques of Power.    
Read:  Camporesi, chs. 12-15; Goubert, ch. 7-11, 13-15, Huppert, chs. 3-5.
Week 3:  Rural Labor and Production.
Mon.
Agriculture and Animal Husbandry.

Wed.
Specialty Trades and Alternatives. (First Book Review Due Today)
Fri.
Regional Diversity, Uneven Development, and Poverty.   
Read: Duplessis, “Agriculture: Growth and limits…;” Vassberg, chs. 2- 3.
Week 4:  Artisinal Labor and Production I.

Mon.
Trading Horizons.T

Wed.
The Craft Economy.
Fri.
Itinerant Traders and Family Entrepots.

Read: Goubert, ch. 17; Farr, Artisans, chs. 1-2; Duplessis, “Artisans and Entrepreneurs.”
Week 5:  Artisinal Labor and Production II.

Mon.
The Meaning of Work.

Wed.
Journeymen and Apprentices.
Fri.
Guilds and Masters.

Read: Farr, Artisans, chs. 3; Truant, “Independent and Insolent;” Darnton, “Workers Revolt;” Duplessis, “Golden Age of rural Industry.”
Week 6:  Rhythms, Cycles and Time.

Mon.
The Agricultural Calendar.

Wed.
The Astrological Calendar.
Fri.
The Ceremonial Calendar.

Read: Goubert, ch. 17; Gélis, “The Experience of Pregnancy;” Amussen, ch. 1; Huppert, chs. 9-10.

Week 7:  Belief Systems.

Mon.
A Christianized World?

Wed.
Traditional and Unorthodox Beliefs/ Mechanisms of Dispersal.

Fri.
Reforms and Persecutions. (Second Book Review Due Today)
Read: Hamilton, “The Practice of the Christian Life;” Amussen, ch. 2; Goubert, ch. 12.
Week 8:  Family Life I.

Mon.
Birth and Childhood. 

Wed.
Youth and Adolescence.

Fri.
Bethrodal and Marriage.

Read: Amussen, ch. 3; Goubert, chs. 4-6; Gélis, “The Experience of Pregnancy;” Rossiaud, “Sexual Order and the Subversion of Youth;” Life Cycles, chs. 3-6

Week 9:  Family Life II.

Mon.
Adulthood and Parenting.

Wed.
Old Age and Death.

Fri.
Interrogating the Historical Record.

Read: Life Cycles, chs. 2, 7-8; Cashmere, "Women Without Men;" Goubert, ch. 18; Vassberg, ch. 5; Amussen, ch. 4.

Week 10:  Sociability and Village Life.
Mon.
Organizations, associations and hierarchies.

Wed.
Games, Sociability and Interpersonal Violence.

Fri.
Neighbors and Vagrants.  (Prospectus and Annotated Bib. due today)
Read: Amussen, chs. 5; Vassberg, chs. 7-8; Zemon-Davis, “Women on Top;” Huppert, ch. 8.

Week 11: Mortality, Health and Epidemiology.

Mon.
Natural Calamities, Epidemics, Famines and Warfare.

Wed.
Health, Remedies, and Folkways.

Fri.
Epidemiology, Mortality and Demography.

Read: Amussen, ch. 6; and Muir. “Carnaval, Charivari….” Consider Camporesi, Bread of Dreams.
Week 12: Working Women.

Mon.
Household Servants.

Wed.
Independent Women.
Fri.
Alternatives: Celibacy and Service.

Read: Hufton, “Women and Work;” Wiesner, “Nun, Wives and Mothers…;” Wunder, “Gender norms and enforcement;” Cashmere, “Sisters together.” Also consider Godineau, “Women at Work” and Farge, “At the Workshop Door.”

Week 13:  Social and Economic Conjunctures.

Mon.
The Economic Scissors Effect in Early Modern Europe

Wed.
Social Consequences of Enmiseration.

Fri. 
Changing Work Conditions.

Read: Duplessis, “The Experience of Labor in the Era of Transformations;’ Goubert, ch. 16; Huppert, chs. 6, 7, 11; Wassberg, 4.

Week 14: Ordinary and Luxury Trades in the Ancien Régime.

Mon.
Printers, Text and the Circulation of Information.

Wed.
Parisian Bakers and Food
Fri.
Luxury Trades as Emblematic of the Ancien Reegime.

Read: Darnton, “The Great Cat Massacre;” Clifford, “… Precious metalwork in E.-M. England;” Colins and Spang, “Sans-culottes, sans café, sans tabac…;” and start Ménétra, The Journal of my life  or Godineau, The Women of Paris.
Week 15:  Artisans and Peasants in Revolutionary Turmoil

Mon.
Popular Grievances.

Wed.
The Great Fear of 1789.
Fri.
Urban Rioting and Revolution.

Read: Roche, selections; Bouton, “Gendered Behavior in Subsistence Riots;” and finish Ménétra, The Journal of my life  or  Godineau, The Women of Paris.
Final Exam as Scheduled.
