Sylvia Kenig

Winners and Losers in Medical Care, focused on the people at the periphery of our non-system of care.  After an Introduction by Dr. Sylvia Kenig Snyder, medical sociologist at Coastal, it continued with a presentation from two points of care; the personal view of care by Mr. Thomas Prin, deputy chief of the Horry County Fire Department, and the structural point of care represented by the Executive Director of the Little River Medical Center, Mrs. Pamela Davis.  Little River offers a range of care to low-income and indigent people in two states, North and South Carolina.
 

Introduction
 

    Our non-system of care (Burdrys, 2001) provides bits and pieces of care to those in need offered by those who aren't trained is the socio-cultural perspective.  The care that is needed is often sacrificed to the class and cultural divide between patients and practitioner.  
    Studies of access and outcome of care (for example see National Academy of Sciences, 2003) point to the racial and  ethnic disparities due at least in part to bias, prejudice, and stereotyping.  This is true even when controlling for such variables as insurance status, income, age and severity of conditions.
    Here in Horry County we have a natural laboratory in which to study and act on these issues.  
 

The Individual View:  Mr. Thomas Prin
 

    As a professional Firefighter and Emergency Medical Technician I have had ample opportunity to observe, first hand, that which is sorely missing in many communities.
    I spent the first part of my career in the boroughs of Brooklyn and the Bronx, in New York.  The most recent part of my career has been in the rural areas of Horry County.  While working in both these regions I served people that, although they differed ethnically, they were from similar economic backgrounds.  These are people that are poor and undereducated.  As a result they are not aware of what is available to them when they are in need of medical care.
    Pre-natal care is an example.  I have been able to observe babies being born with multiple problems that could have been prevented.  I have also witnessed mothers and children with medical conditions that should not occur in this day and age?  So why is it happening?
    Most people feel that we need to make the most modern medical knowledge and procedure available to the people that need it the most.  I agree, however, I do not think that this is the problem.  I know first hand that pre-natal care is available to all here in Hurry County.  So why are people not taking advantage of it?  Education.
    We, as a community, must make a more concerted effort to educate those in need.  I offer my insights in hopes that students will offer to help.  Who better to educate these than people who are in their same place?
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