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MOM ELLEN GODFREY
(Ex~slave ==« fge 100)

" Tim waltin' on the leese (RELIEF). He was to have my birthday
the seven of October.

" 8javery time Maussa buy'em, We Maussa buy me one good shoe,

Send slam to England. Ole me (give me) good clothes and shoe. I been
a-weave, Wnen the Yenkee come I besn on the loom. Been to Marlboro
district, A man place they call Doctor Major Drake, Got a son name Cap
and Pet, Oh, Jesusi I been here TOO longs In my 99 now. Come seven
o! Detober {1937) I bean a hundred,

M phres flat {big flat=boats) carry two hundred head of pﬁﬁ]_::rla and
B all they things. We hide from Yankee but Yankee come and get wes. Ask
where Maussal Maussa in swamp, I in buckra house, I 1;.=1:L Yankee s
Them gone! Gone to beachl! Yankee sayi N |

"1 Tell'em to be in Georgetown to bow unto flagt,

" Phat time I been twenty-three years old., 014 Doctor Flagg didn't
born then. He a pretty child and so fat. Love the dootor too miche
Born two weslks after Freedom. He Ma gone to town. Mella Holmes? She
ain't no more than shillum to me, Laure and Serena two twin sister,

" When the Freedam I was twenty=three =-=- over the tnnty-ﬂw; Graat

God, have-a=mercyl MeGill pecple have to steal for scmething to eat.
Colonel Ward keep a nice place, Cle'em (give them) rice, peas, four
gook for chillum, ons murse, Make boy go in salt crick get'em clam.

That same Doctor Fhua; Grandpas Glve you cow clabber, Bharaﬁ'm and

.- put you bittle for eat.
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" Gabe Enox? (A very old colored man who has been dead ten years)
I nurse Gabel I nurse'em, He Fappy my cousin, I been a big young
woman when he born.

" Albert Calina? He a {.‘-hriatinn:hurm peoples OChristian-heart
boys I give my age. My birthéay get over I want to go right home to
Heaven, .

® I gone to see Doctor Wardle when I in my 95. He say:

®igreat Dowl Looker Aunt Ellenl In you 85] Il:mtm.ll:a you live
to good age you take such good care you husband=--Harry Godfreye'
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Conversation of Aunt Ellen Godfrey-—-age 99 years, 161
Eﬂn-r-, 3. C. Juna 25th.

* Would gone wid you Mlesus, tuwt I weiting on the ™elief'. He wuz
going %o tring me the dress and shoe and ting. My birthdey the seven of
October coming. We Massa have give we good shose Right here Longwood
Flantations Massa wes H.:ﬁ-:.mu kaow. Send slam to England gie me good
clothes and shoee T besn e weave whea the Tenkee coms. I.been on the loom
to Merlboro dsestirict. A man place they call Doctor Mejor Drekes Ool & mu
nece Cap and Pets Oh, Jesus, been hers too long! In my ninety=nine now. Come
seben of October been a hundrede. Three flat *(fist bosts used for rice field
work) " carry two husdrad 'o people and all they things. we hide from Yankee
but Yenkee come and git we. Ask whey "(where) " Maesa. (Massa in swampl I
in buckrs house. I smy, "Dem gonel Gons to beach.! Ea_r,' Tell'em to be in
deorgetown S0 bow unbc the flsg.' Dat time I been twemby-three year olds
Doctor Flagg didn't born, He a pretty child and so fat! love dub Doctor
too muchl Born two weeks after freedom. He Ma gons Georgetowne Granny
git "em therns Melia Holwesd Almt no mors dan chillus to me! “(Aumt Melim
is eighty-eight or nine =--beny and cripple)" She have two twin sister
Laura and Serena. Whon the Freedom I wuz twenty-three years olde-=wover the
tewantyefive. Orest God hab a-L marcy ! Couldn't do detl! Colomel Ward keep =
nice places Doctor MeGill people hab to stem) for someting to ests Gie'em
rige=-=peas. Four cook for chillun. One nurse. {Aunt Ellsn said "Wuss®') *
" Mgke the boy go get'sam clame That same Dr. Ward GrandPa. Oreat big seck
‘o clem! Give you cow clabbers Shay'm". (Shars them =-=the clabber)” end
put on bittls for eat.

* Hegar Brownd She darter (daughter) got = sbscese in her stomach.
Seve Rutledged I nuss (nurse) Sabe. I nuss'ems Her pappy my cousine. T been
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big young women, I nuss Smbe.

" Mbert Celina a christian=hsaried people. Christian hearted boy.Bellef

sombie I glotem my age. My birthday over, I wanter go right homs to Heeven.

Groat Dowl "Looker Aunt Ellen!® (That is what Dr. Wardie say when I gone
{see'um) *In you ninety-fived What mske you good, you iske care of yout hus=
band}! ' Harry Godfrey waiting mend Marry twice tims. He duh lagt-=-~

wm:mtw T heve wid mumum—-m. T buss l:'hwn'l}
ons time. Bues hﬂt’ﬂ' {]:tluutrutins by drawing line m:rosa l'tnmnh} #7411 it.
get to =y groin it stopd Every time I get family I swell. ler have a doe=
tor 'Grﬁmj" for ma yet. My Mary good pld-m‘-nnz.r- E:h.a_h two set "o twin for
mes IZasc I-.nd Rebeccaj David and Canesxers N |

* Sell all my fowl and tingw—w=five dollarge--mes and old men two come
to town to we chillun.

Been Marlbore four years Yankee foot where they put om stirrup red.
 Most stand lak e Mr. Sooskwse Big tallm~fbrehem Lincols own son Johuny!"
' You Jess as free ms ribbon on &y hat J* That what ke eay. I been weave.
Sheckled™(Aunt Ellen worked foob and hesd end mouth in illustreting how
the nhl.r.tﬂu worked beck and forth=~--and the ml:l.n it made)®.

" Conch? Eat 'm many timed Take'sm bils! Grind*sm upl
* Welcome Beas? She som get kill in Charston, Welcoms Bems son

courting my gals. '

" Tom Duncan? M child to mee He wife Susannsh. T know duh fambly.
I gone knock to duh doors

* Coms ind Come in? Come inf "Here dub beardl ™ (;And Aumt Ellen
measured on her chest to show how long Dre Flagg's beard wes).

= - -
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" 01d Daddy Rodgers snd merry wuz she !
The ¢ld man wuz cripple
Amd Mary wuz blind.
Keep you hat on you head.
" Keap you head waym
And set down ucder thai sycamore treel
My kited My kitel
Wy kitsl My kital
Two oxen tripel
Two opan ﬁuh ‘o ¢nhh.lgnl
My 1little dogl . -
My spotted hawg!
My two young pig & lrtuw_iuﬂ
"Cow in the sotica patt;,h- Tell boy call dog drive plg out coticnl
Heah duh song; '
"Send Tom Tn;gu.n
To drive Bone Baggum |
Out the world ‘o wiggy waggumi®

(This last song chanted out 'h:.r Aunt Tleanor Godfrey, ags 99 ls reelly
e gems 3he said 'Bnn- Baggum* boney old white cow. "Wigey weggum® is

a picturs word making one sse the soft, waggzing tﬁﬁl of vhite cotton)
Given by Aunt lln.mihﬁnﬂfrur |

- Age 99 [lm'nmuiunfﬂu‘h]

m, Bs G
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{MOM ELLEN SINGS#rrads)

BONE BAGOUM (Bag o' bones?)

Sebd Tom Taggup (a man)
To drive Bone Baggum {a boney coritter)
Out the world o' wiggly waggum. {cotton pateh)

Rock=a=byel

Rock=a=byal

Down come baby cradle and alll
Roll'eml Roll'epi Roll'tem}
Holl'em and bollteml |
And put'em in the ovenl

e e e e o e - PR e o o e e e B A Y

T KNOW when I wes a women Ben was boyl" (Ben now 88)

L il B S S ol i

" Go to writin'l®;
If you want to lmow my name
Go o Uncle Amos house,.
Big foot nlgger and he six foot high.
Try to bussin' at my waterfalll (Kissin' her 'waterfall---
head-dress.)
Oh, the gay gel

Saettin' on the rider {fence 'rider' on '"stake and ricer
fancel)

Gay f@al waterfall.
Don't tech (touch) my walst
But bouncs my shirtl
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Don't touch my waterfalll®™
"I aing that sing to'em and man buss out end cryl My Godl You
talk MB?' T ain't want himi I kick him with that same word.

"They was Zazarus and Lavinia. Dead can't wash for myself, I g0
wash and lay Lavinle out. And he husband wanter (want to) marry with
mes I kick him with that same alngs Hint to wise, If he couldn'

" understand that he couldn't understend nothing,
" Mr. Godfrey my last husband, he worth all the twé I gote I have
the chillun, Werms, Jane, Patient, Kate, Harry, Edmmnd, Jeemegwm-"

SOURCE:  Mom Ellem Godfrey | )
 Age 100 October 1837

ﬂm, - T+



