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AUNT ELLER GODFREY
{Ex-Slave )

{(Verbatim Conversation)
G

(funt Ellen is 8 misfit in her present envifonment. Born at
Longwood Flantation on Waccemaw in 1837, nll she knows is
the eesy, qulet life of the country. And the busy, bustling
'RACE PATH' near which her Crandson lives with whom she |
mekes her home deesn't make = fifting frame for the old lady.
All day she slts in & porch ﬁwing and when hungry, visits a
nelghbor. The neighbora (colored = &l1l) vie with emch other
in tryiné.tu make her last days happy days. She szays they
do her washing and provide naﬁaaaafj food. When you start
her off she flows on like the hrnﬂﬁ'but usually her story |
varies 1ittle. She tells of the nlﬂ-days and of the ex=-
periencea that made the greatest impression - the exciting
timﬁ# during the 'Confedrick® war - the 'Reb time dav.!)
Visitor: "aunt Ellen home 7"
funt Ellen's neighbor (from the washtub):

"fotum. She right cross there on the 'Racs
Fath'" (So called because in Corway's early days races were

run - horse races = on thls strest.).

Visitor: "Are you one of the neighbors who take such
good caere of Sunt Ellent"

Neighbor: "Notum., I'm off all daye I work for Miss
Bernice."

Visitor: "Yiss Bernice who?"
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Heighbor: "lMiss Bernice something nother. I can't keep up
with that lady titlel 8es Aunt Ellen white cap yonder?"

Aunt Ellen (Sitting on chair st back door leaning on cane.)
"1 want Evépfbudy come to my birthdayi Seventh o!
Gctober coming be a hundred. Eaby one dead jew (due) timel
Five daughter - one sanetify prescher, Seven one -~ one FPortas-
smi th Virginia., A1l deadl &1l dead) Marry three times; all
the husband deadl Ny last beby child - when the Flagg atom
kill everybody on the beach, (1893) the last child I have out
my body been a year oldl
"Last time I gone see the old Doctnr, rapl rapl
Doctor: "Come ini" Gons in.
Doctor: "Great Godl I-qqlfar J’?mt Ellen)l For the good you

take care Daddy Hn'rra'rjﬂud left you live long timed"

Ellen: "Flat 'em all wp to Marlboret (All the slaves) Ten
days or two weelks going.  PeeDee b'ridgq. stopl Go in gentle=-
men hai-nl_ Tarn duh bridgel Been dere a week. Had to go and
look the louass on we-. Three ljundrmi heaed o' people been dare.
Couldn't pull we clothes off. (On flat.) Boat name Riprey.
Woman confine on boat. Neme the baby TRIPREYI' Mame name
ﬂiﬂb};'

{Neighbor: "Aunt Ellen been looking for you all dayl Keep

154



Project #-1655. = Page - 3
Mrs. Gepnsvieve We Chanmiler
Kurrells Inlet, 3. C.

Georgetown County

saying she got to po home. A white ledy coming and she got
to be thersi")
Aunt Ellen: "Doctor come on bost. By name Doctor Lane.
ihite lsdy come tend women. OGet to Marlboro where they
gwine. Put in wegon. OCarry to the street. H;jar :Drskg
Plantation. One son Pet Drake. iife leetle bit of & woman.
"1 ses Abram Lincoln son Johrmyl Talk with himl Gimme |
tobaseo., 1 bsen to loom. Weave. Sheckle flying - flying
shecilel
(Singing): "Tech {touch) me all round my walstl
Don't tech my wetsr=falll
Gay gal setting on the rider fencel
Don't teeh my water=fallil"

"Clothes gone to wash this morming. (Con't go today.)
Clothes gone.

"I been here so long = I ax Jesus one day carry me next
dayl Cen't make up my bed. ILike an old hog sleep on & tus~
giak.“ (I always heard it 'm on & tussoek! - and you?)

(Four lean cats prowled about sniffing arcund the wood-
plle where & boy was scaling some paia, dead fish.)
Visitor: "Aunt Ellen, how could you cook on the flate".
Aunt Ellen: "Dirt bank up. Fire make on dirt. Big pot.
Cook. Fry meat. OCome PeeDee get off fiat. Bake. DBake.
Iron bven. Stay PeeDee week, Bake. FPild cosls on oven

top." (Another slave told of scaffold = four poste buried

Jd
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and loge or planks scross top with earth on planlks. On this
pile. of earth, fire waz pade and on great bed of cosls oven
gould be heated for baking. TOven' mesns the great iren
skillet=1ike vessel with three legs znd & snug 1id, This
oven bakes blscult, pound cake, =snd zome old t‘mera inaist
on trusting only this oven for thelr smnusl frult cake. It
works besutifully on & hearth. Pat your buttermilk biscuit
in, 1id on &nd pile live-ocak coals on fops. Of course only
the ones who have done this a long time lmow when to talke
the 1lid off.)

"Dirt camp to stay in - to hilde from Yankee." (Her gea-
tures showed earth was mounded up.)
Vigitor: "Like s potato bank? & potato hille"
Ellen: "Datfa itl Pile "eml Gone in dirt camp to hids
we from Yankee, Have a Street Row of house. Yankes coming.
Gone in dirt cemp. _

"I been weave. My loom at door. BSix loom on dat
side! ©ix loom on dis sidel I aee lem coming. Hat ¢rown
high as this." (She measured off almost helf of her wallking
stick = which had & great, tamiﬂh;d plated silver knob.)
"And I tell 'em 'Yankee comingl' I talk with Abrem Lincoln
own son Johnny and, bless your heart I glad for Fruadnm till
I fooll"

{8inging)

.
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'"Proedom foraverl

Freedom everymorel’

Want to see the Debbii run

Let the Yankee fiing & ball

The Democrsck will take the swampl!

"Masse been hide. Been in swemp." (Thisz is history. All
the old men, too old for the army, hid in Karlboro swemps and
were fed by faithful =laves until Yankees passed on. My
grandmother and mother gave vivid eaccounts of this - my mother
tc;llj.ng of the sufferings of the women = mental = 'llrurr:'_flng
about her fesble old grﬁﬁdtath&r dewn tﬁ'm with the mocessins)
Ellen: ™Yankee officer come. 'Where Mahams Ward and John J.
Woodwapd? Come to tell 'em take dese people out the ﬂirt camp |
Pub we fn flab. Carry backl' (In first story Aunt Ellen told
the Yankee Captain said, 'Tell fem be Georgetown to sdlute the
flaglt}

" "put food and chillun in flat. We been walk." (Walking
back to Waccemsw) We gone. (See 'uml See their feet like
the children of Israel in Oreen Pasturesi) In man's house.
Men say, 'Come outl You steal my turnipl! Brush arbor. MNight
come. liske camp. Way down the road somewherel Mare a big
bush canp. AL squeeze under there. Left Marlboro Mondey.
Come Conwey Friday sun downd Hit Bucksville, hit a friend.
Say 'Peopie hungryl' Middle night. Bnow on ground. Get up.
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Gooks Cook sll nightl Rice. Bake tater. Collard. Cook.
Give & quilt over you head. I zleep. I sleep in the cot-
ton. I roost up the potton gone in there." {(Burrowed down
in the cotton = 'rooted! it up)" December. Winter time.
ﬁmk 8ll night. Corn-bread, baked tater, nnllél.rﬂu_ Git to
Bucksport, people gin to whoop and holleri Thrua_ﬂat gone
round wid s11 the vittles." (dAnd with the very young and
very old) BEasier coming home. Ourrent helped. CGoing up
sgeinst the current, only poles and cant hooks - tedious
going) "Git "M4p Top' (Flantation) all right. Come home '.
deni ‘311: to double truni: {ri;:a-'nﬂ.-&ld trunk) at 'Tip Top? -.
Whoopl Come bring flatl Mother Molly dead on flatl Bury-
.ahe right to Lﬁngwﬁnd grave-yard. HNuss. (nurse) Sam'1
Hemingway btury there. Horse kill 'em in thrashing mlll.
Child neme Egiburt bury there too. Horee gwine round in
thrashing. He lick the horse. Horse kick Tem. Whole gang
white jury comel '

"Sing and pray all the time. Pray your house. FPray
ell the time. (I wish to God I could get some of you clami)

"galem Beptist? I helped build Salemi I & cholr in
Salemi" _- | .

| ' funt Bllen Godfrey

Age 99 yeara 10 months
Conway, S« Ca



